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Curriculum Vitæ 
 

 

 

Name: DAVIE 

First name: Neil  

Work address: Université Lumière Lyon 2, Faculté des Langues, Département 
d’Etudes du Monde Anglophone, 74 rue Pasteur, 69365 Lyon cedex 07, France. 
 
E-mail: Neil.Davie@univ-lyon2.fr  

Position: Professor of British History, English Department, Université Lumière 
Lyon 2, Lyon, France (since 2004). 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Ø Full professorship qualification (Habilitation à diriger des recherches): 

“Décloisonner l’histoire: un défi épistémologique et heuristique”, Paris 7 University, 
December 2003. 
 

Ø Doctorate (D. Phil): “Custom and Conflict in a Wealden Village: Pluckley 
1550-1700”, co-supervised by Dr G.E. Aylmer (St Peter’s) and Dr R.M. Smith 
(All Souls), University of Oxford, December 1987. 

 
Ø B.A. (Joint Hons.) in Anthropology and Sociology, First Class, University of 

Durham, June 1983. 
 
Ø Philip Abrams Memorial Prize for the best undergraduate dissertation in 

sociology: “Ingrained by Nature in the Soul of Man: Natural Law, the Levellers and the 
English Revolution”, Sociology department, University of Durham, June 1983. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

1. BOOKS 
 
Ø French and American Prisoners of War at Dartmoor Prison, 1805-1816: The Strangest 

Experiment, London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2021. 
 

Ø The Penitentiary Ten: The Transformation of the English Prison, 1770-1850, Oxford, 
Bardwell Press, 2017 (joint runner-up, AFEA/SAES research prize, France, 
2018). 
 

Ø L’Evolution de la condition féminine en Grande-Bretagne à travers les textes juridiques 
fondamentaux de 1830 à 1975 Lyon, ENS Editions, 2011. 
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Ø Tracing the Criminal: The Rise of Scientific Criminology in Britain, 1860-1918, Oxford, 
Bardwell Press, 2005. 

 
Ø Les Visages de la criminalité: à la recherche d’une théorie scientifique du criminel-type en 

Angleterre (1860-1914), Paris, Kimé, 2004. 
 

 
2. ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS IN EDITED 

VOLUMES 
 

Ø “L’innocent, un coupable en puissance”, Le Monde diplomatique, août-septembre, 
2023 [2002], pp. 69-72. 
 

Ø “La déportation pénale juvénile vers la Tasmanie, 1826-1840: le cas des 
Euryalus boys”, in Florence Binard & Michel Prum (eds.), Minorités et société, 
Paris, L’Harmattan, 2020, pp. 101-135. 
 

Ø “‘Decent Restraint Spurned’: Penal Policy and Conflict at Cold Bath Fields 
Prison, 1846-1850”, in Leon Litvack & Nathalie Vanfasse (eds.), Reading Dickens 
Differently, Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2020, pp. 75-92. 
 

Ø “Feet of Marble or Feet of Clay? John Howard and the origins of prison 
reform in Britain, 1773-1790”, XVII-XVIII: Revue de la Société des études anglo-
américaines des XVIIe et XVIIIe siècles, n°76, 2019: 
https://journals.openedition.org/1718/3446.  

 
Ø “Law Enforcement: Policies and Perspectives”, in David Nash & Anne-Marie 

Kilday (eds.), Murder and Mayhem: Crime in Twentieth Century Britain, Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2018, pp. 271-302. 
 

Ø “Châtiment, réforme ou opportunisme? La délinquance juvénile et les pontons 
pénitentiaires anglais, 1822-1843”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Catégoriser l’autre: aires 
anglophone et lusophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2017, pp. 129-162. 

 
Ø “Têtes d’assassin et graines de criminel? La recherche d’une explication 

scientifique de la criminalité en Grande Bretagne”, in Laurence Dahan-Gaida 
et al. (eds.), Penser le vivant, Paris: Editions de la Maison des Sciences de 
l’Homme, 2017, pp. 257-271. 
 

Ø Wild Arabs and Savages: A History of Juvenile Justice in Ireland, P. Sargent, 
Manchester, Manchester University Press (2013) (book review), Howard Journal 
of Criminal Justice, Volume 56, n° 2, June 2017, pp. 273–275. 
 

Ø “‘An Unbidden Guest at Your Table’: Purity, Danger and the House-Fly in 
the Middle-Class Home, c. 1880-1910”, Cahiers victoriens et édouardiens, n° 85, 
Spring 2017 [http://journals.openedition.org/cve/3151].  
 

Ø “The Glass Lantern Shattered: Jeremy Bentham and the Demise of the 
Panopticon Prison”, The Fortnightly Review, May 2017 
[http://fortnightlyreview.co.uk/2017/05/jeremy-bentham-panopticon/]. 

https://journals.openedition.org/1718/3446
http://fortnightlyreview.co.uk/2017/05/jeremy-bentham-panopticon/
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Ø “Guilty of Being Poor” (book review), Booksandideas.net, January 2017 

[http://www.booksandideas.net/Guilty-of-Being-Poor.html].  
 

Ø “‘Nothing kept back, nothing exaggerated’? Piety, penology and conflict: 
Joseph Kingsmill, prison chaplain (1842-1860)”, in David Nash & Anne-Marie 
Kilday (eds.), True Crime Histories: Micro-Studies in Law, Crime and Deviance since 
1700, London, Bloomsbury, 2016, pp. 271-88. 

 
Ø “Un criminel-type en miniature? La délinquance juvénile et l’expérience de 

Parkhurst, 1838-52”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Imaginaire racial et oppositions 
identitaires (aire anglophone), Paris, L’Harmattan, 2016, pp. 201-36. 

 
Ø “The Impossible Prison? Crime, Penal Policy and Society in Nineteenth-

Century England”, Ranam: recherches anglaises et nord américaines, n°49, 2016, pp. 
73-85. 

 
Ø “Un cerveau national déficient? George Combe, la phrénologie et les 

Irlandais, 1820-1850”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Ethnicités et Construction identitaire 
dans l’aire anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2015, pp. 15-47.  

 
Ø “Whitechapel, 1883”, in special issue of Historia magazine: Londres: Capitale du 

Monde, 1837-1901, October 2015, pp. 70-77. 
 

Ø “‘The Greatest Discovery Ever Communicated to Mankind’: George Combe 
and the Growth of Phrenology in Early Nineteenth-Century England”, 
Booksandideas.net, March 2015 [http://www.booksandideas.net/The-
Greatest-Discovery-Ever-Communicated-to-Mankind.html].  
 

Ø “‘La porte dérobée de l’eugénisme’ entrouverte? Biologie, criminalité et justice 
pénale : bilan et tendances”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Questions ethniques dans l'aire 
anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2014, pp. 43-70. 

 
Ø “A Less than Polite People? Incivility, Ruffianism and Anti-Social Behaviour in 

Urban England, 1830-1900”, in Sarah Pickard (ed.), Anti-Social Behaviour in 
Britain: Victorian and Contemporary Perspectives, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2014, pp. 3-17. 
 

Ø “The Victorian Prison Revisited? The Antecedents of British Penal Policy, 
1993-2010”, in Catherine Marshall & Stéphane Guy (eds.), The Victorian Legacy 
in Political Thought, Bern: Peter Lang, 2014, pp. 261-278. 
 

Ø “‘Un comportement même pas digne d’un Celte’? Violences criminelles et 
traitement des accusés irlandais devant les tribunaux anglais, c.1830-1900”, in 
Michel Prum (ed.), Comparer les diversités, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2013, pp. 15-42. 
 

Ø “‘Inconsistent with the Ordinary English Phlegmatic Nature’? Violent Crime 
and Attitudes to Mediterranean Defendants in the English Courts, c. 1830-
1900”, in Gilbert Bonifas et Martine Monacelli (eds.), Southern Horrors: Northern 
Visions of the Mediterranean World, Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars, 2013, 49-64.   
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Ø “Lombroso and the ‘Men of Real Science’: British Reactions, 1886-1918”, in 
Paul Knepper & P.J. Ystehede (eds.), The Cesare Lombroso Handbook, London, 
Routledge, 2013, pp. 342-360. 
 

Ø “Garder la race en tête: Phrénologie, race et discours colonial en Grande-
Bretagne, c.1810-1850”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Racialisations dans l’aire 
anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2012, pp. 17-49.  
 

Ø “Guilty Before the Fact? The Deviant Body and the Chimera of ‘Precrime’, 
1877-1939”, in Judith Rowbotham et al. (eds.), Shame, Blame, and Culpability: 
Crime and violence in the Modern State, London, Routledge, 2012, pp. 80-95. 

 
Ø “Disséquer The Races of Men de Robert Knox: anatomie et théories raciales en 

Grande-Bretagne, 1820-1870”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Sexe, race et mixité dans l'aire 
Anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2011, pp. 19-42. 
 

Ø “History Artfully Dodged? Crime, Prisons and the Legacy of ‘Dickens’s 
England’”, Dickens Quarterly, volume 28, n° 4, December 2011, pp. 261-272. 
 

Ø “Il caso Lombroso: Tavola rotunda”, in Silvano Montaldo (ed.), Cesare Lombroso: 
Gli scienziati e la nuova Italia, Bologne (Italy), Il Mulino, 2011, pp. 235-282. 
 

Ø “Le corps criminel (sur)exposé? Femmes, meurtres, et pendaisons publiques en 
Angleterre, 1780-1868”, in Michel Prum (ed.), La Place de l’autre, Paris, 
L’Harmattan, 2010, pp. 195-218. 
 

Ø “‘Nothing of humanity but the form’? Race, slavery and abolitionism in 
Britain, 1772-1807”, Lumières, n° 14, September 2010, pp. 55-76. 

 
Ø  “Business as Usual? Britain’s First Women’s Convict Prison, Brixton 1853-

1869”, Crimes and Misdemeanours, vol. 4, n° 1, March 2010, pp. 37-52. 
 
Ø “William Johnson Fox et ‘la religion des femmes’”, in Martine Monacelli-

Farault & Michel Prum (eds.), Ces hommes qui épousèrent la cause des femmes, Dix 
pionniers britanniques, Paris, Editions de l’Atelier, 2010, pp. 81-96. 

 
Ø “Born for Evil? Biological Theories of Crime in Historical Perspective”, in 

S.G. Shoham & Paul E. Knepper (eds.), The International Handbook of Criminology, 
New York, Taylor & Francis, 2010, pp. 23-50. 
 

Ø “Visualiser le cerveau criminel? Biologie, déviance et la nouvelle 
criminologie”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Ethnicité et eugénisme: discours sur la race, 
Paris, L’Harmattan, 2009, pp. 179-201. 

 
Ø “Lombroso e la criminologia inglese: precursori e influenze, 1865-1918”, in 

Silvano Montaldo & Paolo Tappero (eds.), Cesare Lombroso, cento anni dopo, 
Turin, UTET Libreria, 2009, pp. 235-248.  
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Ø “‘Hystérique, déraisonnable et incontrôlable’?: Biologie et criminalité féminine 
en Angleterre (1830-1914)”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Race et corps dans l’aire 
anglophone, Paris,  L’Harmattan, 2008, pp.37-60.  
 

Ø “Le Retour de l’Homme criminel? ADN, criminalité et déterminisme 
biologique”, in Michel Prum (ed.) La Fabrique de la ‘race’: Regards sur l’ethnicité 
dans l’aire anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2007, pp. 235-257. 
 

Ø “Le bras long de la justice? Biométrie, précrime et le corps criminal”, in 
Michel Prum (ed.) Changements d’aire: De la ‘race’ dans l’aire anglophone, Paris, 
L’Harmattan, 2007, pp. 99-124. 

 
Ø “A ‘Bolt-on Extra to the Police’s Work’? Racism and Policing in the UK since 

the Macpherson Report”, in Michel Prum, Bénédicte Deschamps & Marie-
Claude Barbier (eds.), Racial, Ethnic and Homophobic Violence: Killing in the Name of 
Otherness, Abingdon, Routledge-Cavendish, 2007, pp. 83-94. 

 
Ø “Fresh Light on Criminology’s Early History” (Book review), Metascience, vol. 

16, 2007, pp. 257-260. 
 
Ø “Corps et délinquance juvénile en Angleterre dans les années 1830-1865: le 

milieu remis en question?”, Revue d’histoire de l’enfance ‘irrégulière’: le Temps de 
l’histoire, n°8, December 2006, pp. 49-62. 

 
Ø  “‘Plus facilement reconnaissable que le visage’: immigration, race et les 

origines de la dactyloscopie aux Etats-Unis et dans les Indes britanniques, 
1860-1914”, in Michel Prum (ed.), De toutes les couleurs: de l’ethnicité dans l’aire 
anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2006, pp. 61-82. 

 
Ø “Des ‘Corps Dociles’? Le Panoptique en théorie et en pratique”, in Michel Prum 

(ed.), L’Un sans l’Autre: racisme et eugénisme dans l’aire anglophone Paris, 
L’Harmattan, 2005, pp.207-230. 

 
Ø “Cacher le corps criminel : 1868 ou la fin des pendaisons publiques en 

Angleterre”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Sang impur, Autour de la ‘ race’ (Grande-Bretagne, 
Canada, Etats-Unis), Paris, L’Harmattan, 2004, pp.45-69.  

 
Ø “‘Une innovation qui porte atteinte à Dieu’: la résistance populaire à 

l’armianisme dans les paroisses anglaises, 1628-1640”, in Alain Joblin & 
Jacques Sys (eds.), L’identité anglicane (XVIe-XXe siècle), Les Cahiers scientifiques 
d’Artois, Artois Presses Universitaires, 2004, pp.93-105. 

 
Ø “Criminology”, in Tom Pendergast & Sara Pendergast (eds.), Grolier 

Encyclopedia of the Victorian Era, 4 vols., Danbury, CT [Etats-Unis], Grolier 
Academic Press, 2004, pp.330-332.  

 
Ø “Criminal Man Revisited? Continuity and Change in British Criminology, c. 

1865-1918”, Journal of Victorian Culture, vol. 8.1, Spring 2003, pp. 1-32. 
 

http://www.editions-harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=27201
http://www.editions-harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=27201
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Ø “A ‘Criminal Type’ in all but Name: British Prison Medical Officers and the 
‘Anthropological’ Approach to the Study of Crime (c.1865-1895)”, Victorian 
Review, vol. 29,1, 2003, pp. 1-27. 

  
Ø “‘Une des défigurations les plus tristes de la civilisation moderne’: Francis 

Galton et le criminel composite”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Les Malvenus, Race et 
sexe dans le monde anglophone, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2003, pp. 191-220. 

 
Ø “Identifier les tueurs-nés”, Le Monde diplomatique, December 2002, p.31. 
 
Ø “‘Entre le fou et le sauvage’: les théories scientifiques du criminel en Angleterre 

(1850-1914)”, in Michel Prum (ed.), Corps étrangers, Paris, Syllepse, 2002, pp. 
129-161. 

 
Ø “Racisme, police et l’affaire Stephen Lawrence”, in Michel Prum (ed.), La Peau 

de l’autre, Paris, Syllepse, 2001, pp. 73-88. 
 
Ø “Nouveau parti de l’ordre? New Labour et la Criminalité”, in Timothy Whitton 

(ed.), Le New Labour: Rupture ou Continuité?, Rennes, Presses Universitaires de 
Rennes, 2000, pp. 195-224. 

 
Ø “The House of Commons: The Poor Relation of Constitutional Reform?”, 

Annales du Monde Anglophone, n° 12, 2nd semester 2000, pp.47-70. 
 
Ø “Prêtre et pasteur en Angleterre aux XVIe et XVIIe siècles: la carrière de 

John Copley (1577-1662)”, Revue d’histoire moderne et contemporaine, vol. 43, 3, 
July-September 1996, pp. 403-421. 

 
Ø “Chalk and Cheese? ‘Fielden’ and ‘Forest’ Communities in Early Modern 

England”, Journal of Historical Sociology, vol. 4,1, March 1991, pp.1-31. 
 
Ø “Luxe, Tintamarre et Puanteur” (avec Claude Lacassagne), in Monica 

Charlot & Roland Marx (eds.), Londres 1851-1901: l’ère victorienne ou le triomphe 
des inégalités, Paris, Autrement, 1990, pp. 57-74. 

 
3.                        DIGITAL PUBLICATIONS 
 
Ø « Crime and Punishment », in Nineteenth Century British Society (Routledge 

Historical Resources), septembre 2023 
(https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/product-info/digital-
products/online-resources/british-society/).  

 
 
 
 
UNPUBLISHED CONFERENCE PAPERS  
 
Ø “Reformation and society in sixteenth-century Kent”, RePPOL workshop: 

“Rethinking the Prebendaries Plot On Line”, Université of Lille, June 2023. 
 

https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/product-info/digital-products/online-resources/british-society/
https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/product-info/digital-products/online-resources/british-society/
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Ø “Emancipation behind bars? British prison reform and the chimera 
of reformative isolation, 1820-1865”, Alienation/emancipation research 
seminar, Paris Nanterre University, May 2023. 

 
Ø “Le motif du voyage de Tocqueville et Gustave de Beaumont, la réforme des 

prisons, une préoccupation transnationale », “Tocqueville en questions” 
research seminar, Paris Cité University, March 2023. 
 

Ø “Captivity, gender and war: Female prisoners of war in Britain, 1803-1816”, 
Eugenics and Racism Research Group (GRER), Paris Cité University, March 
2023. 

 
Ø “Race, segregation and captivity: The American prison on Dartmoor, 1813-

15”, Eugenics and Racism Research Group (GRER), Paris Cité University, 
May 2022. 
 

Ø “Wheels within wheels: English prison reform and the treadmill controversy, 
1818-1835”, International Conference: Interdisciplinary Nineteenth Century 
Studies (INCS) Conference, San Francisco, USA, March 2018. 
 

Ø “Teaching and Researching British History in France”, One-day conference: 
“Teaching and Researching the Anglophone World in Europe”, Metropolitan 
University, Prague (Czech Republic), April 2016. 

 
Ø “Thinking and Re-Thinking the Prison in Nineteenth-Century England”, 

One-day conference: “Defining the Concept of Deviance and Degeneration in 
the British Isles and North America in the 19th and 20th Centuries”, 
Université Lyon 2, January 2016.  
 

Ø “Nés pour le désordre, l’émeute, la destruction et le gâchis? L’anthropologie 
britannique et l’Irlande, 1850-1875”, Conference: Société Française pour 
l’Histoire des Sciences de l’Homme (SFHSH), Paris, November 2015. 
 

Ø “Criminal Statistics: Victorian Reactions, c. 1830-1865”, research seminar: 
“Reading/ Visualising Crime Statistics Through British History (from the 17th 
to the 21stcentury)”, Séminaires CREC, Paris 3 University, October 2015. 
 

Ø “The Enemy Within? The Discovery of White-Collar Crime in Late-Victorian 
England”, research seminar: “Politics, Culture and Society 19th to 21st 
Centuries”, LERMA et BABEL Research Centres (Aix-Marseille University/ 
Toulon University), Aix-en-Provence, March, 2015. 

 
Ø “When was the Prison? Thinking and Re-thinking the Penitentiary in Britain, 

1780-1850”, Crime and Legal History Research Group, Oxford Brookes 
University, April, 2013. 

 
Ø “Liberté, égalité hérédité? French Debates on Neuroscience and Crime, 1990-

2010” Conference: “Was Lombroso Right? The Historical Legacy of 
Neuroscience”, University of Vienna, Austria, December 2010. 
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Ø “‘Only the Guilty Need Worry’? Biometrics, DNA and the Rehabilitation of 
Racial Stereotyping in British and US Criminal Justice”, Conference on 
“Visibilité / invisibilité ethnique dans l’aire Anglophone”, Paris 7 University, 
June 2009. 
 

Ø  “Attacking the ‘Zealots of Mistaken Compassion’: Strategy, Rhetoric and the 
Proslavery Lobby, 1784-1807”, Conference on “L’abolition de l’esclavage en 
Grande-Bretagne, 1787-1840”, ENS-LSH de Lyon, January 2009.  
 

Ø  “‘Rational, Responsible and Culpable’? British Theories of Criminal 
Causation in Criminological Research and Penal Policy, 1880-1930” 
European Social Science History Conference, Lisbon (Portugal), February 
2008. 
 

Ø “A Liberal Utopia Behind Bars? Jeremy Bentham and the Panopticon Prison”, 
Conference  on “L’utopisme (néo-) liberal”, l’ENS-LSH de Lyon, December 
2006. 

 
Ø “Bentham’s Panopticon in Practice? The Early Years at Millbank 

Penitentiary, 1816-1843”, Conference on “Victorian Criminalities”, 
University of Exeter (G-B), April 2005. 

 
Ø “The Criminal Reconstructed? Historical Approaches to Penal Policy in 

Britain, 1830-1914”, Conference of the Social History Society, Rouen 
University, January 2004. 

 
Ø “The True Face of Crime? Physiognomy, Photography and the ‘Problem’ of 

the Habitual Criminal, 1860-1880”, Anglo-American Conference of 
Historians on “The Body”, Institute of Historical Research, School of 
Advanced Study, London University, July 2003. 
 

 
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS  

 
Ø Female captivity in Britain during the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812, 

1793-1816. 


